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Beyond Zhang Xuecheng:
Du Dingyou’s New Meanings of Bibliography and
the Reconstruction of Bibliography in Early
Republican China

Wen-hao Chiu

Postdoctoral Scholars, Institute of History and Philology, Academia Sinica

In the early twentieth century, numerous attempts were made to define
bibliography as a modern discipline. Most scholars, adhering to the
principle of “distinguishing the academic, examining the origins,”
contended that bibliography should ideally perform the function of
intellectual history. Du Dingyou’s 1930 work New Meanings of
Bibliography has long been read as representative of this approach. This
paper argues, however, that Du was in fact strongly opposed to assigning
bibliography such a responsibility. He believed that the essence and task of
“modern” bibliography should instead center on the registration of
information about books, thereby facilitating their inspection and use by
libraries and readers. To pursue an intellectual-historical role for
bibliography, he maintained, would be to forsake its proper function. The
debate between Du and the advocates of “distinguishing the academic,
examining the origins,” may appear to be a conflict between the old and the
new, or between Chinese and Western approaches, but it actually reflects
two competing conceptions of academic information management that
emerged during the construction of “modern” bibliography and library
science.
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